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Search the Scriptures, JohN v. 39. 


abet her ye be in 


the faith. 11 Cor, 


„XIII. 5 | 


Examine yourſelves, 


GAL. iv. 4. 


is own work 


Let every man prove h 
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Wr it not a truth, that God 
Y Y owns the feeble efforts of ſuch as 
are deſpiſed by men of parts and letters, 
the public ſhould never have ſcen the en- 


ſuing g performance. 


When 1 delivered the following diſ- 


courſe, I had no more thoughts of making 
it further public, than 1 had of making a 
creed for his holineſs the Pope of Rome: 


nor do I believe, that any ſuch thought 


would ever have entered my heart, had 


it not been for the importunity of ſome 


who heard i it, and of others alſo who heard 
it not. | 


A2 The 


45 
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The firſt part, according to the text, is | 
upon that important ſubject, BELI EV. 
ING, and as various altercations have - 
of late paſſed, relative to the nature. of 

FAITH, it might be one cauſe why ſome - 
were ſo defirous to ſee this in print; I'm 

ſure: it was one reaſon why I made an at- 8 

tempt to preach upon the ſubject ; for 1 
reſolred that my elder brethren ſhould be 
fully acquainted with. my ſentiments on. 
that head ; hoping, that if I were wrong, 
| ſome one would be ſo friendly as to en- 
deavour to reclaim a wanderer. I cannot 


affirm, that the following ſheets contain 


verbatim what was ſaid: that was next to 


an impoſſibility, as I did not write niore 


than would fill the Eight part of a ſheet 
of paper previous to my preaching : but, 


z 


tho 


TCC 
tho ſome of the ſentences, and perhaps | 
many of the phraſes are unavoidably al- 
tered, yet ſo far as Was poſſible, the ſenſe i is 
retained. If what is offered ſhould thware 
| the received opinion of any, I freely grant 
the objector what I claim as an unalien- 2 
able privilege for myſelf, (viz.) the liberty 
of private Judgment. Nevertheleſs, with 
al the thinking I am capable of, I, like 
others, may err ; for I have not yet ſet up 
bor infallibility.—As I do not pretend to 
be hiberally educated, I flatter myſelf that 
uch as are ſo, will readily excuſe any in- 
accuracies they may diſcern : It is inſuf- f 
ferable to beat a blind horſe becauſe he 
ſtumbles—I ſhall not trouble the reader 
with paſſing encomiums upon myſelf, re- 
ſpecting my deep ſenſe of i — un- 
— ___- worthineſs, 


W RX E F A c E. 
worthineſs, inability, want of age, lis 
ing, experience, &c. many have degraded 


themſelves, who would have been highly 


Nee 


offended, had any perſon elſe done it for 
them. Pompous profeſſions are ſo com- 
mon with divinity publiſhers, that they are — 
little more regarded, than the preamble i in 


the beginning of an old 20 of parliament. 


1 any good is ; done hereby—if the 

_ Judgment of any is informed, or if any 
are ſtirred up to evidence their F AITH 
by their WORKS, let the good, the ever- 
laſting Anu be praiſed. 


 HuDDERSFIELD, 
Sept, 28, 1778. 


W. Mookrnouss. 


FAITH 


FAITHin GOD, and good WORKS 


| connected: 
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A 


| 10 U have been entertained this 


bible contains, (viz.) that there 


: croſs. On the truth or fallacy of 
this ſingle article, depend things of no leſs im- 
portance than ſalvation or damnation. The 
atonement being found valid, ſalvation is ſure to 
all the redeemed ; but on the contrary, ſhould 
the doctrine of redemption by blood be found 


either falſe. or inſufficient, there remains no 


hope for any of Adam's fallen poſterity. But it 


is our ſong, our boaſt, and conſolation, The 


Lord hath viſited and redeemed his people. 


Day, with ſome account of one of 
the moſt glorious truths that the 


is redemption by the blood of the 


Conſidering 
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Conſidering what is gone before , I could not 
think of any ſubje& more likely for general 
_ uſefulneſs, than a few femarks upon faith and 
good works... The portion of ſcripture I have 
| Fixed upon for this purpoſe, you read in 


ral. epiſle to T I T US. 
e Co ce It: Ve. . wes 


This is a faithful ſaying, and theſe things 

| Iwill that thou affirm conſtantly, that 

© they which have believed in God be care- 
ful to maintain good works : theſe things 

are good and profitable unto men. 


This epiſtle was written to Titus, during St. 
Paul's abſence from him; whilſt that great a- 
poſtle was labouring in Greece, and his ſon Titus 
in Crete: (now Candia) but though the one 
was on that Iſland, and the other on the Euro- 
pean Continent; yet, their God, their work, 
their ends and aims were all one. The bonds 
of chriſtian affection, had ſo united their hearts, 
that Paul, as a tender parent to his own ſon in 
the common faith, ſends this affectionate letter 
to ſupply, in ſome meaſure the lack of his per- 
ſonal preſence; well knowing, that the young 
miniſter of IEsus CHRIST would ſtand in need 

of godly counſel. How well is it, when the 
2 1 ſervants 


— — 


s — 
* * . WR" 
wad 


The preceding ſermon was upon redemption, preached b 
The Rev. Mr. Gill, from thoſe moſt excellent words It is 
kpiſhe d. © | 


25 


ſervants of the Long ſeek. to kelp one another 
in the great Work of the Miniſtry ! >" 
In the firſt chap. he gives Titus a few hints 
reſpecting the qualifications of a biſhop, preſ- 
byter, or overſeer of the flock of CHRIST: per- 
haps to remind him what was neceſſary for his 
own part, as well as what was needful to be 
found in, and obſerved by others engaging in the 
ſame important office. Thoſe who bear the 
veſſels of: the Loxp ought to have clean hands. 
After having noted the character of a Mi- 
niſter, he proceeds to give Titus ſome general 
rules to be obſerved in the diſcharge of his ſa- 
cred truſt; exhorting him to deal faithfully 
with all ranks, and ever to be reminding each 
claſs, of thoſe duties which belong to their ſe- 
veral ſtations in life; that by a ſteady obſerv- 
ance of the ſame, they might ſtop the mouths 
of gain-ſayers, and glorify God their Saviour. 
In the verſes juſt preceding our text, he takes 
wow of two doctrinal points, highly necel- 
ſary for every one of Adam's race to be well ao- 
quainted with, (viz.) what we are by nature, and 
God's way of ſaving finners by grace, through 
the redemption that is in CHRIST JESUS: that 
being juſtified by grace, they manifeſtly com- 
mence heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life. He then draws up a comprehenſive di- 
Nrection in theſe words I have fixed upon, This 
W's faithful ſaying, and theſe things I will that 
%% affirm: conſtantly, that they which have be- 
leved in God might be careful to maintain good 
works : theſe things are good and profitable unto 
ven. In theſe words, we have the duty of both 
B Miniſters 


* 


E 
Miniſters and people ſet before us; and if I 
ſhould be ſo happy, as to ſay any thing to the 
purpoſe from this noble ſubject, both parties 
may profit thereby.  _ | 
Our text contains two ſubjects, (viz.) FAITH 
in GOD, and good WORKS. In handling 
the firſt of which, I ſhall endeavour to lay be- 
fore you what is included in believing in God, 
and then give a few evidences, by which a man 
may know himſelf, and prove to others that 
he does thus believe. _. ; 
With reſpect to believing in God, I might 
give it in very few words; for I humbly con- 
ceive, tis nothing more or leſs, than a believing 
thoſe declarations which God bath made unto man: 
Or, as I have heard it defined in other words, 
(viz.) that it is a Taking God at his word“, 
from which definition I ſee no reaſon to depart; | 
for I diſcern no difference betwixt believing in 
God, and believing what he hath faid : ,nay, | 
this ſeems to be the very ſenſe of this text, as | 
the prepoſition [in] is not in the original; for 
the words literally run thus, © That they which 
have believed God,” &c. Nor have I met with 
any, who could give a ſcriptural diſtinction. 
For what can we believe on ſafe grounds, re- 
ſpecting either God, or ourſelves, but * ri : 
Hhhhath 


r 
—— 
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* Should any one think, that by adopting this definition, 
mean to encourage the notion of God ng a general offer ol 
himſelf in the word, and that by this general offer, carnal ung 
godly men are under obligation preſumptively to conclude, thay 
God and all the bleſſings promiſed in his word are theirs oF 


ſuch concluſion—be it known to all, I had no ſuch idea or in 
tention. | 


a ——ͤ u— nr On . 


5 


hath one way or another told us in his word ? 
Let us then, for our preſent edification attend 
to a few, and you mult be content with a few 
of thoſe declarations, which God Almighty hath 


made 1 in * word unto men. 


I. Let us enquire what he hath faid 


of himſelf. 
II. Of man. 
III. Of CurisT and eie bt him. 


IV. Of the conſequences . embrac- 


ing or rejecting the way of ſalvation 
by Jesus. 


As to 1 the Almighty hath ſaid of 1 
ſelf, who can comprehend his ſayings? Here 


are heights and depths, lengths and breadths, 


in which we finite worms of the earth are loſt 
Were we to attempt, fully to comprehend De- 
ity, it would be greater folly and madneſs, than 


if we were to go about to make a garment for 
the wind, a baton to hold the ocean, or balances 


in which to weigh the world. Bur tho' we can- 
not by ſearching find cut God, yet, (thanks to 


his name) he hath given ſuch a deſcription 
of his attributes, as will never fail to yield com- 


fort to the humble heart. He hath declared him- 


ſelf to be Ox Rx, UNDIviDED—SELF-SUFFICIENT 


—[NDEPENDENT—INFINITELY GLORIOUS BE- 


ING, See what the great Monarch of the ſkies ſays, 
B 2 when 
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when timorous Moſes defired to know by what 
name he ſhould call him before the children of 


 tfrael. And God ſaid unto Moles, I am that Iam. 
And he ſaid, Thus ſbalt thou ſay unto the children of 
| Tfrael, 1 am hath ſent me unto you, Exo. iii. 14. 


2d, Touching his amiable perfections; he 
hath declared himſelf to be infinite in Holineſs ; 


neither ſtained , nor capable of being tempt- 
ed by any kind, or the ſmalleſt degree of evil : 

but is perfectly holy in his nature, and in all 
his works. From many ſcriptures which might 


be cited, take one or two to prove the above. 
You read as follows in Lev. xxi. 8. Thou ſbalt 


 ſanttify him therefore, for he offereth the bread of 


thy God; he ſhall be holy unto thee: for I the 


LORD which ſanctißy you, am Hol v. What an 
high chorus did the Jſraelites with Moſes their 
leader ſing, when they ſaw the Egyptians dead 


on the ſea ſhore, and hear how one of the ſo- 


lemn ſolos runs; Who is like unto thee, O 


LORD, amongſt the gods? Who is like thee, 
glorious in HOLINESS, fearful in praiſes, doing 
<vonders ? This ſingle property of Deity, ſo 


_ eſſential to, and ſo manifeſt in Jehovah, renders 


him an object of the Chriſtian's love and delight: 
Were it not ſo, the Almighty would not be fo 


amiable, ſo dear to his children. Saints love 


holineſs, Rom. vii. 22. therefore they love 
God, becauſe in him alone it is perfect. We 
ſhall never ſee ſin in its true colours, nor ever 
hate it with a perfect hatred, until we have ſome 
ſoul-humbling diſcoveries of the holineſs of 
God!: and then, as light and ſhade ſet off each 
other, ſo will the light of holineſs ſet off its op- 
| | | polite 1 


% 


1 > © 9 


poſite; and the ſpiritual man will os. an infi- 


nite evil and ſhameful deformity in all manner 
of ſin. Let the plaintive notes of 1/aiah wit- 
neſs to the truth of this, Iſa. vi. g. there you 


have the ſelf-abaſed prophet overwhelmed with 


confuſion, and crying out, Wo is me, for 1 
am undone . Why? Becauſe I am a Man of un- 
clean lips, and I dwell in the midſt of a people of 
unclean lips: Who has told thee ? What has 
given riſe to ſuch an uncommon ſelf-degrading 
ſpeech ? The anſwer is ready, Mine eyes have 
ſeen the King, the LORD of hoſts. 
Again; Add to his purity, his matchleſs and 
incontrollable Power: his hand laid the foun- 
dations of this terraqueous globe, - on which 
things innumerable move and are: his omni- 
potent arm ſpread forth, and decorated the 
ſtately canopy of the heavens : made, and then 
fixed the order of the planetary world; making 
the clouds his chariot, and walking upon the 
wings of the wind. There he ſits enthroned in 
ſtate, ſuperintending all affairs, doing all his 


pleaſure ; and with incomparable wiſdom, as 


well as almighty power, turns the times and 


ſeaſons round; lifting up the beggar from the 


dunghill, and caſting down the mighty from 
their ſeats ; ſhewing himſelf ſtrong to ſave, or 
deſtroy, juſt as it ſeems good unto himſelf. Let 
ſaints be glad and rejoice, God /itteth upon the 
water-floods, Pſa. xciii. 1. Let ſinners tremble, 
and be horribly affraid, 10. the LORD om- 
nipotent reigneth, Pſa. xcix. 1. I conclude this 
with Job's humiliating 1 Be Ting T he thun- 
der of his power who can underſtand ? Job xxvi. 

14. Again 
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Again 4th, Add to his holinęſs and power, 
his inflexible Juſtice. Thus hal Re ſolemnly 
declared of himſelf, that he is, A juſt God and 
4 ſaviour, Iſa. xlv. 21. Some perſons boldly _ 
aſſert, that God is not Juſt, if calviniſm be true; 
but if any ſuch are preſent, I would adviſe you 
to think more deliberately ; for be it known to 
you, *tis no great difficulty to prove, that the 
doctrine of election or predeſtination, is no way 
inconſiſtent with the equity of a God of truth 
but it is out of my preſent purpoſe to enter fur- 
ther into this diſpute ; and therefore, let us hear 
What the great leader of the tribes of Iſrael hath 
to ſay about his Maſter's juſtice ; he had as 
great, if not the greateſt opportunity of know- 
ing the properties of that God whom he ſerved : 
he tells us Deut. xxxii. 4. He is the rock, bis 
work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: 
à God of truth and without iniquity, JusT and 
right is he. Zephaniah calls him, Chap. iii. 
Ver. 5. The juſt Loxp. Whatever ſeeming 
contradictions appear in the courſe of divine 
providence, yet, the Sceptre in the Lary's hand 
is a ſceptre of righteouſneſs, and all his works 
are done in verity and judgment. The 7uftice 
of the moſt high, appears in a moſt ſtriking 
point of view, when we conſider the ſufferings 
of the glorious redeemer. Why did he not 
ſpare his own dear ſon? Why bruiſe, and put 
him to ſuch grief? Was it not done for this very © - 
end, (viz.) to preſerve the glory of the attri- | 
butes of Deity, and in particular, that of juſtice ? | 
| for thus runs the apoſtolic language, Rom. iii. ; 
| That he might be [remain] jus, and the juſtifier | | 
| | ef him that belicveth in Jusus. I add, | 


1 5 


Is add, in the 5th place, God almighty hath 
declared himſelf d to be a God of boundleſs Grace, 


as well as inflexible Juſtice : had it not been 


ſo, the devil would have had both you and me, 
and all Adam's race, had not this been true; 

ſcribe and phariſee, prieſt and levite, Moſes and 
Aaron, Samuel and David, and all the prophets 
and apoſtles, had all deſcended into the burn- 
ing lake of tormenting deſpair, never, never 
more to return from thence. But to our com- 
fort, and his eternal glory, he himſelf hath de- 


clared, I am gracious ;, and to encourage the 


Iſraelites to a fiducial dependency upon him, 


he proclaims himſelf, The LORD, The LORD 


God, merciful and gracious, long ſuffering, and 


abundant in goodneſs and truth. Here is a foun- 


tain not to be exhauſted ! a fountain from which 


all, all favours flow ! *Tis no new thing, nor 


occaſioned by any ſecondary cauſes whatſoever; 


no, not even by the obedience and death of 


CHRIST. All that ever our IMManver did or 
ſuffered, makes no addition to grace: CHRIS 


did not die to make the FaTHER gracious, but 
to ſhew to all the world that he was ſo. For 


Cod ſo loved the world, that he gave his only be- 

gotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 

In ſhort, God hath declared himſelf to be 
merciful—kind—long-ſufferine—pitiful—ſlow 
to anger—compaſlionate and of great goodneſs. 
Thus he is a Being moſt amiable and engaging ; 
and Jever deſtre, in this light to ſet him forth; 
for, whether we diſcern it, or not; the God of 
heaven is a being, which in himſelf far ag” 

| a 


r a —— 


all that we can think. Theſe declarations hath 


God made of himſelf, and to believe them, is 
to believe in God according to our text. The 
_ writer of this epiſtle, ſeems in another place, to 


ſum up the 'whole in few words, He that cometh 


uno God muſt believe that he is, and that he is 
a4 rewarder of them that ailigently ſeek bim, Heb. 
X1. 6. 


. This God who is truth itſelf and can- 
not lie, hath made a declaration, not only of 


himſelf unto men; but alſo what man is in, and 
_ of himſelf. This account is ſo melancholy, that 


there are but few, very few in the world who 


credit what the Creator hath ſaid reſpecting 
his creature Man] We are ever prone to think 


well of ourſelves. But will the God of truth lie? 
What can he gain by repreſenting his own crea- 
ture in a plight more ignoble than he really is? 


Is God like ſome knaviſh phyſician, who tells 
the parent that the child is in the very jaws of 
death, in order to excuſe his exorbitant bill when 


the cure is effected? No, no my friends! God 


ſpeaks truth, and therefore for a few minutes, 


let us attend to the voice of the Lorn concern- 


ing ourſelves. 


And firſt, We are f in what ſtate man 


was when created, that he was made in the 


image of God his Creator. Whatever more 
may be included in that image, ſure I am, that 
holineſs and purity in perfection are ſet forth 


by that phraſe. Agreeable ro Eccleſ. vii. 29. 


every bodily ſenſe, and every power of his ſoul 


were all united in holy harmony and ſweet ſub- 


jection to his God. He was filled with love, 
dad 
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loyalty. and gratitude to, and exalted thoughts 
2 his glorious creator. Mourn ! mourn my 
ou 


| when the preſent is compared with the paſt | 


ſtate! How long thoſe golden moments“ laſted, 
I have not met with any who could preciſely 
tell; whether a year, a month, a week, or as 


ſome have out, not one day 3 be this as it 


may, alaſs ! alaſs ! it is too awfully evident, 
that no mortal, except the firſt pair ever ſaw 
that bliſsful period. For, 


2d, Tis made known in the ſacred a 


of truth, that man 1s a fallen creature, fallen 


into the very depths of ſhame and diſgrace ! 


Adam, where art thou? is an interrogation 
keenly pointed ar all ranks, from the monarch 


on his throne to the beggar on the dunghill. 
What is ſaid of the Aſyriar's great metropolis, 
Babylon is fallen! is fallen! Iſa. xxi. may with 


equal juſtice, and greater lamentation be applied 


to man; for he is fallen! he is fallen! he is fall- 


en! Look within, all is dire diſorder and dread- 
ful confuſion! Look around us, and we are {truck 
with the horrid ſcene; men acting a part more 
vile than devils | Examine the brute creation, 
and even there you behold a ſtorm of irregular 


paſſions, perpetually maintaining a deſtructive 


conflict. If we turn our eyes to vegetation, 


there we ſee almoſt every hedge and every plat 
12 SES IS 
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* It is very remarkable, that moſt of the des nations be- 


lieve, ithat a very conſiderable alteration has taken place in the 


lower world ; that neither men nor things are in that ſtate in 
which they were at firſt ; and though they, are ignorant of the 
true cauſe, yet they have ſuch exalted thoughts of the time before 
this change took « uu that they call it The Solden age.“ 


? 
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ing, man is a guilty criminal before his God, 


1925 4 73 
of ground ſtand thick with proofs, that the 
fin of man hath brought the curſe of God upon 
thewhole creation. Who but the man whoſe 
heart is harder than Adamant, can read the iii. 
of Gen. Pſa. xiv. Iſa. i. Luke xv. Rom. iii. the 
ii. of Eph. with this Chap. from which the text 
is taken, who but the man whoſe heart is dead 
can read them, without aſtoniſhment and grief 
of heart? Nor is this all, for 5 
3d, As a natural conſequence of the forego- 


and obnoxious to all the ſufferings which much 
injured Deity inflicts ; not only on the account 
of perſonal tranſgreſſion, but as he is a child of 
fallen Adam. This is abſolutely denied by many, 
but if it be a part of what unerring truth de- 
_ clares, it is neceſſary to be believed. If you 
turn to that well known paſſage in Rom. chap. 
v. ver. 15. to 18. you read as follows, But not 
as the offence, ſo alſo is the free gift. For if 
through the offence of one many be dead; much more 
the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is 
by one man, J=sus CHRIST hath abounded unto 
many. And not as it was by one that finned ſo 
 z25zthe gift; for the Fudgment was by one to condem- 
nation; but the free gift is of many offences unte 
| Juſtification. For if by one man's offence death 
reigned by one; much more they which receive a- 
bundance of grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs 
ſhall reign in life by one, IEsus CHRIST. The 
deſign of the apoſtle in theſe verſes, is to ſet 
forth the imputation of CarisT's righteouſneſs 
to his ſeed, but to make his way clear, he all 
along contraſts the di/obedience of the firſt Alger 
IRE | -"" 


ai a eu oS hl mw» Ae ws SS wad 


. 


T i» 


with the obedience of the ſecond, and poſitively 
_ aſſerts, that by one offence guilt and condemna- 
tion came upon all who had deſcended, or ſhould 


deſcend from the loins of their firſt parent; plain- 


ly ſhewing, that as Levi paid tithes in his father 


Abraham's loins, ſo we ſinned in Adam, being 
at that time in the loins of him who was appoint- 
ed of God to be the public head and repreſen- 
tative of all mankind, | _ „„ 

This is the very reaſon he aſſigns for the death 
of infants, in ver. 14. Sin entered the world, 


death followed cloſe at the Monſter's heels, 
and gained victory over all; for in him all have 


ſinned : therefore death reigns over them that 
never ſinned after the ſimilitude of Adam's tran/- 
_ preſſion. CO 


Have you never ſeen the almoſt new-born 
infant groaning under affliction ? Have none 
of you who are preſent, followed your tender 


offspring to the grave, before they could diſtin- 
guiſh good and evil, right or wrong? Let theſe 
moving ſcenes confirm the awful truth, that the 


whole poſterity of our firſt parents come into 


the world under the ſentence of a broken law *. 
: SSP 1 How 
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* I know that this do&rine of Adam's fin being imputed unto 
his ſeed, is warmly oppoſed by the Arians, Socinians, and Ar- 
 minians ; the reaſon is too obvious, (viz.) left they ſhould be 


under a diſagreeable neceſſity of admitting the imputation of 


CHRIST's righteouſneſs to his people; for they wiſely judge, that 
theſe two ſtand or fall together : nevertheleſs, when all their 
ſophiſtical arguments are . theſe doctrines will abide: and 
therefore whilſt we adore God, as a God of equity in im- 
puting ſin, let us admire and thank him, for the riches of his 
grace in imputing righteouſneſs unto ſuch as in themſelves ave 
void of all wort!!! | 
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| How hardly will men believe this, though God 6 


hath declared it unto them 


But further. Tis revealed from heaven, that f 
the deſert of every ſin is no leſs than the pains 


of hell for ever. What criminal that is appre- 


of hended, tried, caſt, and condemned, but is 
Judged worthy of puniſhment ? ? And why ? Be- 


he hath Aer the law of his governors. 


Shall the eternal law of Jehovah be leſs regard- 
ed? Hearken my friends—Wheſoever committeth 
In tranſpreſſeth alſo the lam: for fn is the tranſ 


greſhon of the law, 1 John 1 Hl. 4. Curſed i is every 


one that continueth not in ALL things written in the 
book of the lat to do them, Gal. iii. 10. And 


again; The wages of fin is death]! Rom. vi. 23. 
Let this be remembered by every intelligent be- 
ing in the world, the ſmalleſt of thy fins deſerve 


do be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from 


the preſence of the Lon, and from the glory of 


his power. 


Thus hath God ſet man's pitiable caſe before 
him in the Scriptures ; that he was pure, that 


he is fallen, guilty, deſerves to die the ſecond 


dearh—thar he is blind, helpleſs, ſtubborn, in 


the pit, yea in the deep dungeon of nature's 


darknefs, and that all his works are filthy and 
worthleſs (whilſt in that ſtate) and, like 1/rae/ 
in their captivated ſtate, his righteouſneſſes are 


ſtamped with that ignominious and mortifying 


epithet, Filthy rags ! Ita. Ixiv. vi. But, 
III. I am this day thankful that I have ſome- 


thing more to relate, which is implied in believing | 
in God: were it not fo, I ſhould be a meſſenger 
bearing heavy tidings to Poor diſtreſſed ſinners. 


But 


( 21 ) 


But I have to tell you my fellow ſinners, that 


God hath made a declaration concerning his Son, 
and our ever adorable Redeemer. It is certainly 


a miſtake, to ſuppoſe that believing in God, has 


nothing to do with believing in Ixsus CHRIST : 
for, believing in the Father is ſo far from ex, 
_ cluding, that it directly implies believing allo in 


CHRIST *: our Loo told the Fews, that to be- 
lieve the prophets, and to believe in him was 
one and the ſame thing +, for they are inſepa- 


rably connected, that he that believes the Fa- 
NV | GE ae? ther, 


„There are many profeſſors in the world, both teachers and 
hearers who have repreſented belzeving in JESUS, in a very un- 
{criptural, as well as unintelligible manner, (viz.) that believ- 


ing in CHRIST is a perſuaſion that he died for tbem,that he gave 


himſelf for them, that he loves them freely, and hath forgiven 
their ſins : but let it be enquired, what reaſon have I thus to con- 
clude ? That the true ſaint hath a right thus to infer, when he 


can prove that the good ſpirit of God hath wrought in him both 


to will and to do, I doubt not; but how a perſon muſt know his 

{in is pardoned auy other way, than by knowing that he bears the 

marks of the pardoned, I know not. | 
Moreover, the fallacy of thinking that faith is a concluſion 


that a perſon's fins are forgiven, will appear more obvious, if 
we conſider z God has never called upon us to believe that our 


fins are forgiven, nor is ſuch a concluſion, (fo far as I remember) 
ever once called Faith in all the ſcriptures : nay, ſuch a notion 
of the ſubject ſerves only to confound every ſerious, thinking per- 
ſon ; for when they find various reaſons to doubt whether their 
fins be forgiven, then their faith is gone; and fo according to 
the doQtrine of ſome, a man may be a believer and under the pro- 
miſe in the forenoon, but before ſun-ſet, he has loſt his ſaith, is an 
unbeliever and under the curſe : a tenet more big with falſeſhood 
than which I know not. | mn 

+ If any ſhould object, that, John xiv. x. ſeems to contradict 
the above, I would beg leave juſt toobſerve, that that pafſage ſeems 
to be of doubtful conſtruction; as it is well known, that thoſe 


two verbs (piftuete, piſtuete) are in the ſame mood in the original, 


and may both be read in the indicative, and ſome judicious di- 
vines have doubted, whether it were juſt to give one in the indi- 
cative, and the other in the imperative mood, 
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ther, believes the Son and he that believes the 
Son believes the Father; and he that believes 
the prophets, believes both. God is one, his 


word is his voice, and contains all that he hath 


to ſay unto us in this ſtate. Let us then attend 
unto that record God hath given of his Son, 
Which is by us to be believed. 


We ſhall find in the firſt place, to the un- 


ſpeakable comfort of all true Chriſtians, that 


the Father of Lights hath publicly declared to 
all the world, (wherever the bible comes) that 
Jesvs Cunisr, as to his divinity, or divine na- 
ture, is in every reſpect equal to himſelf, co- 


eſſential and co- eternal, God over all, bleſſed for. 


evermore. If you look in Zech. xiii. 7. you 


have the b pon calling to the ſword of Juſtice 


to awake, bur againſt whom? Who ſhall be the 


mark? Who ſhall be the victim? In whoſe 


throbbing heart ſhall the bloody ſword be plung- 


ed? It is called forth, not againſt the man that 
deſerves to be ſlain by i it, but againſt the man, 
who as to his original, is God's fellow. That 
this is a moſt affecting prophecy of ChRIsr's 
ſuffering, none can deny; it you look to Matt. 


xxvi. 31. you find JEsus expounds it as refer- 
ring directly to himſelf when he was about to 


ſuſtain the awful ſtroke. 
By fellow, we in general underſtand one ob- 


ject equal to another with which it is compared. 
and whether our Immanuel be equal with the 


Father, let the word of truth ſay. Remember, 


all the eſſential properties of the God-head ma- 


nifeſtly appeared in him—all the titles peculiar 
to Deity are given unto him—worſhip which 
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- is due to God alone was offered to, ak received 


by him—creation, preſervation, and government 


are aſcribed to him. If all this can be in, and 
aſcribed to a mere man, then may we not ſay 


* Jehovah hath communicated his eſſence to a 


| worm.” Rather let us humbly adore than ca- 
vil, and be content to ſay with the great apoſtle, 
Great i is the myſtery of goalineſs, God was manifeſt 


in the fleſh. Let us in the face of all oppoſition 
rejoice and give thanks, that, As for our redeem- | 
er, the LoRD of hoſts is his ee the holy One of 


Iſrael, Iſa. xlvii. 4. 


29, We have ele tn Go W for- 
ting forth the great end for which this illuſtri- 
ous perſonage made his humble appearance in 
the world. And for what did he come? Won- 


der O heavens ! He came to redeem ſinners by 


death, and fave criminals from everlaſting woe 


and miſery. See a few paſſages where the end 
of CHRIST's coming into the world is fully ſer 


a Iſa. ix. the Ixix. and Ixi. chapters. Aae 
Luke ii. Rom. v. Gal. iv. Epb. v. with many 


. that might be mentioned, ſhewing that 


of old it was ordained, that in the fulnefs of ti time, 
the Meſſiah ſhould viſit the earth to do the will 


of his Father, in raiſing up the tabernacle of Da- 
vid which was broken down. This he himſelf 


announced when he appeared, The Son of man 
is come to ſeek, and to ſave that which was loſt— 
Dry up your tears, ye mourning ſouls ! The 
Captain of your ſalvation lived, bled, died, 
and roſe again, that he might be able to ſave 


to 


1 


to the uttermoſt all who come unto God by 


him 85 


zd, Jehovah hath let the world know, 1 


all his works terminate in his own glory: the 
heavens and the earth, with their magnitude, 
motion, and order, ſhew forth the matchleſs per- 
fections of the great former of all things: but, 
when the Loxp ſpeaks of the perſon and work of 
the Mediator, he expreſſes himſelf as being more 


delighted with, and more highly honoured by 


him, than by any of his other works whatſoe- 


ver. t PLEASED the Lorp to bruiſe 
bhim—The PLEASURE of the LoRD all 
proſper in his hand. This is my beloved Son 


in whom Il am WELL PLEASED—In 
the various works of the Lorp, he hath diſ- 
played the glory of one attribute at one time, 
and manifeſted another at another time; but 
here, every perfection of Deity meets with its 
proper complement of honour ! here, mercy 
and grace are diſcovered like a bottomleſs, 
boundleſs ocean : here, juſtice, truth, .and faith- 
fulneſs ſhine forth as the ſun in its full . 
1 1 wWhil 


n : ml. 


I know perſons differ in Judgment, reſpecting the end for 

which CHRISNH came into the world: ſome tell us 6 came only 
to ſet an example of life and manners. Others, that he came to 
redeem upon condition, or, to put the whole world into what 
they call a [yu ſtate : but this would have been to do no- 
thing, for they were ſalvable before, and therefore he came to 
fave them, as Paul ſays reſpecting the redemption of the LorD's 
heritage, Ye are bought with a price. And again; CHRIST 
hath redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe 
for us. And again; Who hath ſaved us. With that ſtrong 
- phraſe, Who hath DELIVERED us from the wwrath to come. Whe- 
ther thoſe lax notions will comport with theſe paſſages, I leave 
the candid reader to judge. 3 
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whilſt pity, compaſſion, atid goodneſs flow like 


a river, and God-like power is exerted to ac- 


compliſh the whole purpoſe !- The law is mag- 
nified and , made. honourable, and juſtice. is 
fully ſatisfied, and is now become the ranſomed 

finner's friend! What a wonder of all wonders ! 


That a ſcheme of ſalvation ſhould be deviſed, 


which makes the. ſinner both happy and 'glori- 


| ous for evermore, and yet ſecures all glory to 
God in the hi oheſt 3 


When Paul ſaw, how God was glorified i in 
Curasr, it made him with wander to ſay, God 


: who commanded the light to ſhine out 7 darkneſs 


hath ſpined in our 3 — to give the light of ihe 


knowledge: of the. glory. of . 70d, in the face of 


CaurisT Jesvs, 11 Cor. iv. 6. And here, re- 


member! it as a diſtinction betwixt a real Chriſ- 


tian, and one that is ſuch only in name, herein 
the ſaint quite outſtrips the natural man; for 


whatever the latter may be, or know, he is void 
of diyine light, and therefore cannot diſcern how 
all the attributes of the God-head are glorified 
in nn Cunisr, 1 Cor. ii. 14. 


I would juſt add in the 4th place, That it is 
: rev led. 4 us, and ever calls for our credence, 


that in this Jzsvs. there is. ſalvation, and in no 
other.. 

There are many ways of ſalvation deviſed 5 
men *; but, Let God be true and every man a 
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” & very n ſcheme of n latel Amed out 


from MILI- HILL Chapel, Leeds, in a ſermon publiſhed in the 
year 1772, titled, “ Repentance the only condition of final ac- 


ceptance,”” Wonderful! * likely the author had * 
aul”s 
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liar, that would ſet up a Dagon before God's 
ark. The Father hath called the Son, His ſal. 
dation, Iſa. xlix. 6. and therefore the command 
ment was given, that remiſſion of fins ſhould be 
' preached in his name to all nations, beginning 
„„ 1 
Ihis glorious doctrine runs through the whole 
volume of ſacred writ, ſo that I need not at pre- 
ſent ſay more on this head, but ſhall conclude the 
firſt general propoſition with obſerving, that be- 
lieving in God, includes a believing that there 
ſhall be a reſurrection, both of the juſt, and of the 
unjuſt—T hat there ſhall be a future Judgment, 
when all that ever were, are, or ſhall be; muſt 
all appear before the Judgment ſeat of this great 
God and our Saviour I Ess CHRIST, who is ap- 
pointed of the Father to fit 'on the throne of 
udgment at that day. Alſo, that the Judge 
is juſt, and will judge the world in righteouſneſs. 
That the juſtified ſhall be pronounced bleſſed, 
and welcomed into everlaſting bliſs and glory; 
whilſt all the wicked ſhall ſtand trembling be- 
fore their Judge, and hear him as with the voice 
of thunder, pronounce them curſed, and baniſh 
them from his preſence and the glory of his 
power for evermore. Theſe are a few things 
from many, which God hath revealed of *. 
cg bs 1 
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Paul's doctrine, elſe he might have learned, from Eph. i. 6. 
that ſinners are accepted, (not on account of their repentance,) 
but in the BELOVED. The author of that execrable ſermon, 
has done enough to leave the ill favour of his name behind him in 
the world, whilſt there is a man exiſting that knows the goſpel 
of CHRIST. Thouſands of books leſs pernicious have been 
burat by the hand of the common hang-man, 


3 

ſelf—of man—of ChHRISH and ſalvation by him» 
and of the future conſequences of believing in 
him, or rejecting the counſel of heaven. Be- 
lieving theſe truths with the heart is faith“ 
unfeigned, and he that thus believes is born of 
GAGs han. - - ja 4 
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* There are ſome perſons who have inconſiderately expreſſed 
themſelves, as tho' faith was a certain quantity of ſomething from 
heaven put into their hearts; and that the putting of that ſome- 
thing in agitation, is exerciſing faith ; and not only ſo, but un- 
happily aſcribing to faith the parts and powers of. a body, 
and moſt of the actions of a creature. One reaſon aſſigned is It 
is an embelliſhment to language. Pax/ ſtudied to avoid ſuch em- 
belliſhments as would prove embarraſſments to his ideas; and it 
is pitiful, that ever any ſhould decorate language till the ſimple 
truth is quite darkened, and the ſerious mind left in ſuſpenſe 
what it is. Such notions, and ſuch a method of expreſſion, ſeem ſt 
calculated to burleſque the faith of the goſpel, rather than edify, | . 
or inſtru thoſe who are ſincerely enquiring after the nature of it, 
which is not only ixtelligible, but plain, and eaſy, and is nothing 
more or leſs in itſelf, than an unfeigned aſſent of the mind to a teſti- 
mony, or in ſcripture ſtile, a belief of the truth as it is in JESUS: 
Were this definition admitted, it would ſave much trouble to thoſe 
who have laboured in the dark, confounded themſelves, and greatly 
| perplexed others ; in going about to aſcertain the SEAT of faith : 
but with all due deference to the Age, Learning, and Abilities 
of thoſe: gentlemen, I would humbly propoſe, Whether faith 
SITS any where? Faith is believing, and believing is an action, i 
and how an action can fit, would perhaps puzzle the beſt of our i$ 
metaphyſicians in the univerſe. The ſqurce of bodily actions is | 
natural life, and muſcular powers; and it ſeems moſt coufiſtent, 
that ſpiritual actions (of which believing is one) are the reſult of 
ſpiritual life. For with the heart man believeth unto righteouſ- — 
neſa, and auith the mouth confeſſion is made unto ſalwaiion, HW. {| 
ever it may have been with others; för =; own part, I have been 
greatly confounded, when J have heard the preacher, or read the 
writer upon faith; and have been entertained with perhaps eight 
or ten different kinds of faith, and when that which they called the 1 
right kind was diſcovered, there were ſo many different as of 
faith, The direct act, the reflex act, the act of recumbency, &c, 
&c. &c. little leſs puzzling to « weak mind, than Lily's. latin " 
Grammar is to a raw ſchool- boy; nor is there any way of gettin 
relief, but by being perſuaded that 'theſe phraſes are f By 
human invention, and that there is very little, if any, either ſenſe 
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God, and is a partaker of- the holy Spirit. 1 
| humbly conceive, that this is the ſenſe of thoſe: 
words, 1 Cor. xii. 3. No man can ſay that Ix- 
sus ts tbe LokD but 55 the Holy Gboſt, (viz.) no 
natural unenlightened man can diſcern the glo- 
ries of the God- man, conſequently in that ſtate, 
can never believe in him. But, as many pro- 


fels to believe in God, who give no proof that 
their profeſſion is well founded; it is necefſary 
in the next place to enquire into a few ſcriptural _ 


_ evidences of believing THE TRUTH. Saying that 


we believe, can never be admitted as a tufficient 


proof, for there are too many, who are ready 
to ſay in this caſe, as the young ruler ſaid of his 
keeping the law. Believe,” ſay they, © I 
have believed my bible from my youth up until 


now.” Many are bold to rank themſelves with 


believers, but alaſs ! they are under the diſagree- 
able neceſſity of telling perſons that they believe, 


or you would never ſuſpect them to be guilty of 
any ſuch weakneſs. The truth is, it is common 


for their friends and neighbours to ſay the bible 
is true; and therefore rather than be thought infi- 
dels, they ſay the ſame; but they know almoſt 
nothing of the contents of that ſacred book ; for, 


if you come to talk with them concerning the 


FS 11 ie of the goſpe], they ſoon give proof 
they are mother-taught believers ; and becauſe 
they have been uſed to ſay, I believe in God the 
Father Almighty Maker' of Heaven and earth. 
And in Ixsus Car1sT his-only Son our LorD, &c. 


They make no doubt but they are as good be- 


lievers as any in the neighbourhood, nay as the 
very parſon himſelf. Simon the ſorcerer ſaid he 


believed, 


N 
believed; and he certainly did believe, that the 
things which the apoſtles did were great mira- 
cles, but when he offered to purchaſe the gift of 


the holy Ghoſt, (in all probability with a deſign 


to make a pretty lucrative trade by ſelling his 
miracles at a round price) then the cheat was de- 


tected; and Peter, (notwithſtanding Simon's pro- 


feſſion) pronounces him in the gall of bitterneſs 
and bonds of iniquity. It appears highly need- 


ful then, that we examine ourſelves whether we 


be in the faith. _ 1 bY | 
The firſt evidence“ I ſhall mention is this, 
Thoſe who believe in God are truly affaid + of 


being viſited in a way of vengeance according 


to the crimes of which they are guilty. This is 


generally the firſt affection that is diſcovered in 
the criminals breaſt when he is apprehended: and 


It is the caſe with the ſinner when God appre- 
hends him, The commandment comes —ſin re- 


viyes, and he dies. His mind being enlightened, 
he fees the law in ſome meaſure in its purity ; 
conſcience cries out againſt him, charges him 


with em ey. that good rule, and he is per- 


ſuaded in his heart that he deſerves to die eter- 
nally. Hence he is truly alarmed, for he knows 


— Wr 


1 


There are ſome who are got ſo high, that they are above e- 


vidences, and are ready to mock at the very phraſe ; but thoſe 
that are mounted to ſuch a wondrous height, I muſt leave them 
in their ſurpriſing. elevation, for I dare not follow, left all my 
bones ſhould be broken when I am brought down. 


+ Though all that believe are ſubject to fear, yet fear of itſelf, 


is no infallible evidence of a ſpiritual change; many have feared 
for a time, till they have quieted their conſciences by a partial 
reformation, but have not given any proof that they were born 
of God: we can only judge of fear K its effects. 
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not but every day will be his laſt in this world; 
and though his trouble for the preſent is great, 


yet he is afraid that death would only be à paſ- 


{age into torments infinitely more dreadful—lf 


you aſk for proof of this, the ſcripture abounds 


with inſtances to this purpoſe ; what can be more 


pertinent, than that account of the poor delin- 
juent in Eden's blooming garden: after he had 
put forth his hand to the interdicted fruit, his 
great legiſlator called, Adam, where art thou ? 
The anſwer fully indicates the horror that had 


ſeized the criminal's troubled breaſt, And be 
ſaid, I heard thy voice in the garden. and Twas 


AFRAID, becauſe I was naked, Gen. iii. 10. A- 
gain; If you'll take time to read that wonder- 
ful narrative in the ii. chap. of the Ads of the 
Apoſtles, where Peter 4 the murder of 
Chalsr upon his hearers; ver. 29. informs 
us, that, ben they heard theſe things they were 
pricked in their heart, and ſaid unto Peter and to 
be reſt of the apoſtles, Men and brethren. what 
ſhall we do ? If you look to chap, xvi. of the 
ſame divine hiſtory, you find that when Paul and 
Silas were ſet at liberty by an earthquake, the 
jailor comes trembling and cries out, Sirs, what 
muſt I do to be ſaved? Once more, A paſſage 


occurs, which I muſt not omit, the xi. of Heb. 


ver. 7. By faith, Noah being warned of God of 
things not yet ſeen, moved with FEAR, &c. Ob- 


ſerve, Noah has a divine warning of God's pur- 


poſe to deluge the whole univerſe, Noah believes 


God's declaration—fears to be a partaker in the 
general deſtruction, and therefore according to 


direction, DO] to prepare, with al haſte, be- 
| gu» 
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En 


eins to prepare an ark for the ſaving of himſelf 


and family. t 


Thus will it be with” him that believes God, 
he will be afraid leſt vengeance fall on him, be- | 


| cauſe of his multiplied tranſgreſſions. 


"24. Atother evidenes'thar-wl{fotiow upon 


beliebig in God The believer will be hum- 
bled before God bn account of his ſhameful miſ- 


doings in his ſight: he will remember how he 


has prated againſt the truth walked contrary 


to it—ſet his heart againſt God followed the 


wicked inclinations of his corrupt heart—a- 


buſed the kindneſs of a good, and long: ſuffer- 


ing benefactor neglected the ordinances of the 
Loxy, and ſhamefully devoted the members of 

his body, and the powers of his mind, to the 
ſervice of ſin and ſatan; and has murdered per- 
haps great part of his precious time, in making 


himſelf fit fuel for everlaſting burnings. On 
the account of theſe things, the ſenſible ſinner 


will unfeignedly; and with ſelf-loathing,. adopt 
the language of ſelf. abaſed Fob, Behold I am 
vile ! what ſhall 7 anſwer thee, I will lay mine 
Hand upon my moutb. Once have I ſpoken, \ yea 


ice, but Te will proceed no further, for I have 


heard of thee by the hearing of -the ear, but now 
mine eye ſeeth thee. "Wherefore I ab bor myſelf and 
repent in duſt and aſhes. Job xl. 4; 5. and xlii. 

5, 6. This exactly agrees with thoſe predicti- 
ons, and the accompliſhment of them, which 
reſpected Iſrael's return out of captivity. The 
prophet told them from God, Ez. xx. that they 
ſhould loath themſelves in their own eyes, when 


they were brought to ſee all their abominations 


of 


7 I. ld. 
4 which 3 had been Ss: I 1 REES | 


conſiders the 81 8 of Ezra, and Nebemiab, 
will ſee the people returning according to What 


was ſaid, with weeping, wailing, and ſupplica- 


tion: and this will ever be the caſe with the 


ſinner that ſees the nature, and believes the law 


of God. He will freely oun, that he is the 


chief of ſinners, and unworthy | of any favour. 

3d, Another evidence of — 20 in God, is 
0 a perſon ſincerely ſeeks a ſenſe of the Lov- 
ing-kindneſs of tbexLone: in the means which he 


| hath appointed. He begins to hear, for God 


hath unſtopped his deaf ears; and he thinks it no 
ſmall diſappointment, if he can't get to hear the 


word of life: but more of this by and by. 


Thoſe that believe God, begin to pray with their 
whole heart, as is ſaid of Paul, Behold be pray- 


- eth. The phariſees were great men for praying, 


but their hearts were gone after other things, 
and they ſought chiefly, to be ſeen, and heard of 


men; and therefore, a public place in the Tem- 
ple, ox ſome corner in the ſtreet, anſwered their 
| Purpoſe better than. their cloſet : like roo many 


4n our day, who will pray loudly at church. in 
their pews, whilſt they bave a large quarto 
common: prayer- book, large letter, fair paper 
and good print before them; but as to /ecret, 
ſpiritual prayer, though undeſired gray hairs 
have covered their aged heads, and unwelcome 
old age has enervated their withered limbs, yet, 
they are as great ſtrangers to that kind of prayer, 
as the halfſavage Hottentots are to the politeneſs 
of a poliſhed-french courtier. Not fo the per- 
ſon that believes, * this is his prayer; 4275 6)... 

eſire 


= > a 
defire converted into words, or the breathings of 
| his heart put into form: and thus he waits, thus 
he ſeeks, nor ſhall he do it in vain. Thar ſpirit 
that has opened his eyes to ſee, hath done it, not 
with a deſign to deſtroy, but in order that the 
believer's moſt ſanguine expectations may all be 
anſwered, according to the good pleaſure of Fe- 
os or or oe en oa 
4th, The perſon that believes, will have this 
evidence as a witneſs for him alſo: he will place 
his whole dependence on the finiſhed work of 
CarisT Jesvs for his acceptance before a Juſt 
God. He reads, that By the deeds of the law 
Hall no fleſh be juſtified, Rom. iii. 19. he be- 
lieves it, he ſees *tis impoſſible. He reads, or 
hears, That CHRIST ig the end of the law for 
a ee to every one that believetb, Rom. 
x. 4. he believes this alſo: he is fully per- 
ſuaded, that the righteouſneſs which God has 
ſet forth is unto all, and upon all them that believe, 
for there is no difference. He in heart and word 
exclaims againſt every other plea before a holy 
God; he ſees that this is the foundation which 
the Almighty has laid in Zion; and though this 
ſtone was deſpiſed and rejected by fooliſh build- 
ers, ſcribe and prieſt, yet he ſees that it is The 
Rock, the foundation which is tried, precious, 
| choſen of God, and eternally ſtable. And though 
perhaps for the preſent, he is with grief of heart 


doubting * whether he is on that foundation, or 
+ M m_ A * whether 
| 25 e 

ö 5 * There is a very wide difference between doubting of the truth 


of God's Word; and doubting whether ave have an intereſt Fa 


RE 
whether he be ſafe in the hands of CHRIST: not- 


withſtanding, he makes no doubt but this is 


God's -way, according to his word, of ſaving 


ſinners ; and he never expects to be ſaved by 

any other means ; but is well ſatisfied, that 
(whether he be ſaved, or damned) the way is 
| honourable ; and will bring eternal glory to the 

author. The Apoſtle, was fo ſtruck with the 


excellencies of CHRIST and his righteouſneſs, 
that he eſteemed all elſe but J, and droſs, and 


dung, compared with this, Phil. iii. 7, 8. And 


thus the believer will in his heart turn to that 
ſtrong- hold, that everlaſting name which is a- 


bove every name among men or angels. Try, 


try my friends whether this be your caſe; for, 
Unto you therefore which believe be is precious, 
„ BY Oo ND „ 
5th, Another proof of our believing in God, 


is our following him as dear children in the 


way 


a a a... * 
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the promiſe of life. I think the former, when it is a ſettled de- 


nial of the truth, may very juſtly be called, UNBELIEF, the 
latter is not called ſo in any part of ſacred writ. Sin committed, 


or violently oppoſing the law of the Chriſtian's mind, often cauſes 


the children of God to doubt whether they be ſuch ; for, the evi- 
dences of Chriſtianity, or of our belonging to CHRIST being e- 
clipſed, will ever bring doubts, fears, and diſtreſſes upon a ſe- 
rious ſoul : but this ſeems to be neither unbeltef, nor its effects; 
but the reſult of a ſteady conviction, that the ſcriptures truly de- 
ſcribe the real chriſtian, and that the word of God will certainl 
ſtand. Many are anxious to work themſelves up into a thoroug 
perſuaſion, that they are pardoned Saints, &c. | have been pain- 
ed at my heart, when I have met with ſome, who were full of this 
Se, but had nothing to offer as a ſcriptural reaſon for 
that imaginary confidence, I do not know but the devil has a 
great hand in perſuading ſome to conclude that they are Saints, 
whom the word of God would confront to their faces. It there- 
fore appears neither ſinful, nor hurtful, to be jealous over out 
ſelyes with a godly jealouſy, 


GT 


. 


way of duty : 0 this ſhall bring me to the 


ſecond part of the text, which contains a charge 

to Titus, to exhort all believers to be careful 10 

to do. This I will that thou affirm conſtantly, 

| that they which have believed God be Careful to 
maintain good works, &c. 


In order that you may form a juſt idea of that 


which comes under the denomination of a'good = 
work, I ſhall touch n on yore INE 


things : 
I. What! is included i ina ob work. 


. Mention a few things Which the 
ſcriptures call good works. 


III. Note the care to maintain them. 


IV. What is ſaid of them, (viz.) that 
they are good and profitable unto men. 


In the firſt place then obſerve, In order that 
a work be good, it is highly neceſſary that it flow 
from a good principle. The judge of all fleſh 
looks as much, if not more at principle than 
practice, elſe Judas had not been held up to the 
world by this ſtigma, He was à thief, when he 
ſeemed ſo much concerned, that Mary's ointment 
was not ſold, and the price given to the poor. 
Bur if you defire to know what I mean by a 
good principle, J anſwer, In order that works be 
ſtrictly good, they muſt flow from a mind truly 
diſpoſed to ſerve God. When Paul gave direo- 
| E. 2 | tions 


( 36 ) 


tions to the chriſtian ſervants in the Church at 
2 Be obedient, ſays he, to them that are 
your maſters according to the fee, with fear and 
trembling, in ſingleneſs of beart, as unto CHRIST : 
Not with eye-ſervice as men-pleaſers, but as the 
ſervants of CarIsT, doing the will of God from 
the heart, as to the Lord. This he intimates 
would be good and acce ptable with God. See 
Eph. vi. 5, &c. When ad good woman came 
to CHRIS to anoint him, he deems it a good work, 
becauſe love was the motive. Paul tells us, if 
he did his work willingly, then he had a reward. 
Good works ſhould flow, not by conſtraint, but 
freely; not as we ſay, like Honey from a thorn, 
but like a flowing ſtream from a plentiful foun- 
' rain. Alaſs! how many works good in appear- 
ance, are not ſo in reality! They are only the 
ſhadow, void of true ſubſtance! I would exhort 
all who hear me this day—beware of calling 
works good, becauſe they are fo in outward ap- 
pearance. Ever remember our Lonxp's maxim, 
T he tree muſt be made good before the fruit will be ſo, 
Again; That a work be good, it is not only 
: neceſſary that it low from a good principle, but 
alſo, that it ſhould be regulated by a good rule. 
We have a directory, (viz.) the 44. of the 
Lord : the commands and prohibitions God 
hath given, make that golden rule, which mea- 
{ures every man's fteps wherein he ought to 
walk. When this Sine rule is flighted, the 
path will ever be crooked ; for that which is 
prohibited to one man, is another's ſin if left 
undone ; z and that which is commanded to one, 
is wickedneſs i in another: an inſtance more ſtrik- 


Ing, 


( 37 ) 


ing, I do not at preſent remember, than that 
you read in 11 Chron. xxvi. In that chap. you 


have ſome account of the greatneſs of Uzziah 


king of Judab; N an godlineſs ſel- 
on; and therefore he could 
not, or would not be content with the kingly, but 
uſurped the prieftly office alſo: Azariah told 
him, that though it were commanded to Aaron's 
ſons to burn incenſe, yet to him it would be ſin; 


dom meet in one pe 


nevertheleſs, he obſtinately perſiſted in his wic k- 


edneſs ] But God let him know, that the church 
and ſtate were diſtinct objects; for whilſt the 


prieſts were faithfully contending with him, the 
| leproſy broke out upon his brazen brow, ſo that 
he himſelf haſted to depart out of the temple, 


and remained a leper to the day of his death. 
By this God hath taught us, that his word ſhould 


bound all our proceedings as we pafs through a 

PE eee en 
Again zd, In order that a work be truly 
good, it is highly requiſite that it be directed to 
a good end, or intended to anſwer ſome laudable 
purpoſe. The end at which we ſhould ever be 


aiming, is the honour and glory of God; he 


| hath ever propoſed this end in all his works 
whatſoever ; and to purſue his glory in all our 
engagements, is to walk with God; it argues 

a will ſabje@ to his will, and is ever highly ac- 
coeptable in his Gght. Ina ſtate of nature, the 
beſt of our performances are but intended to 

exalt ſelf! No effect can be ſuperior to the cauſe 

producing it“. Jebu did the Loxp's work in 
cutting 
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«nothing can give that which it has not. 
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cutting off Baar, worſhippers, but alaſs! | it was 
that others might ſee his zeal. Iſrael multipli- 


ed their ſacrifices, but they did not offer them in 


truth unto God; they burnt incenſe to their 


own drag, and therefore IſraePs God abhorred 


his own inheritance, and ſolemnly declared he 


would not accept, but was highly provoked _ 
with their offerings. If a man hears, and prays, 

in order to be thought religious; if he gives to 
the poor, with a view to Kabi his character 


as a charitable perſon, he hath his reward. Let 


merit-mongers know—let the children of God 
remember, that without theſe three ingredients, 

a work cannot be approved as good in the ſight 
of an all- ſeeing God. Though a man could 
ſpeak with the tongues of men and angels— — 

cCould foretel all future events—underſtood all 
myſteries, and all knowledge had miraculous 


faith to remove mountains —beſtowed all his 
rrp to feed the poor, and gave his body to be 

urned, and were void of charity, it — 9 be 
a ſacrifice unacceptable unto Jehovah. Glori- 


„ GOD with your bodies and ** which are 


5 bis. 
IT. I come in the next ct place, to mention a few 


things which come under the denomination of 
good works, and you muſt be content with a few; 
for I am afraid your patience will be quite worn 


out : but remember, this is an high day, and 


therefore I truſt you'll bear with me, though 


_ I ſhould exceed a few minutes. 


Firſt, To be diligent in the exerciſes of reli- 
gious duties is eſteemed good the univerſe over. 
By rehgious duties, I mean hearing, reading, 


praying 


„ 8 
praying, chriſtian converſation, &c. How is 
it my triends, are you diligent, that in parti- 


cular on the Loxp's- Av, you will loſe no time? 
Are you quitting. your beds early, and as we 
ſay, © Up and at it.“ Are you diligent, that 


yourſelf and all under your care, ſhall, ſo far 
as is poſſible, be in readineſs to go forth to the 


houſe of the Lorp ? *Tis moſt lamentable, there 
are ſo many in every neighbourhood, who ſpend 
the Lokp's-Dav as though they were not ac- 


_ countable unto him for it ! It is moſt ſhameful, 
that profeſſors ſhould loiter upon their beds, 


whilſt they cannot poſſibly get to the place of 
worſhip until divine ſervice is perhaps more 
than half over. O,“ ſay ſome, © we ſhall be 
there time enough to put on our hats.” But 
when you are invited to an entertainment, you 
don't think it time enough to be there when 
the table is drawn. Be diligent in hearing the 


word of the Lorp. 


Again; Let me aſk, are you diligent in read- 


ing the ſcriptures? The book of God is the 
fountain of divine knowledge ; and when I ſee 


a perſon with his bible on his work-board, or 


at the end of his loom, I think it is a good ſign 
he wants to know what is the mind and will of 
God concerning him : but when I hear an old 
miſer boaſt, that he has a bible that is ſixty years 
old, and never yet had a foul finger laid on it, 
I then fear, that that bible, clean and neat as 
it is, and careful as its maſter hath been of it, 


will be a ſwift witneſs againſt its owner at the 


laſt day. When Paul preached to the inha- 
bitants of Berea, they knew not what to _ 
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of his new doctrine, but they acted a very laud- | 
able part, for they fell to ſearching the ſcriptures 
daily, to fee whether Paul preached according to 


ſcripture accounts; and the holy Ghoſt ſtiles 
them perſons of a noble ſpirit for ſo daing. Go 


thinking, and praying, to hearing, and reading. 


I know ſuch a courſe of life is reckoned mopiſb 


and melancholy ; and therefore wonder not, 


though you were deemed mad: for notwithſtand- 
. ing ſuch variety of faſhions have appeared, I ne- 


ver heard that Praying was faſhionable amongſt 


the gay part of the world to this very day. But 


be 8 aſſured, you will never proſper in the ways 
of God without diligence herein. St. Paul was 


ſo ſenſible of this, that he preſſes it on the He- 
brews in the moſt moving terms. And we de- 
fire that every one of you do ſhew the ſame diligence 


to the full aſſurance of hope unta the end. That ye 


 beinot flothful, but followers of them, who through © 


faith and patience inherit the promiſes, Heb. vi. 


11, 12. How cloſely does Peter in his excel- 
lent ee intreat the chriſtians to be diligen 
to make their calling and election ſure. | 
2d, Another thing which is a good work, and 
ever praiſe-worthy is, diligence in buſineſs. 
When a wicked, ſpiteful world has nothing elſe 
to charge the godly with, they cry out againſt 
them, as Pharaoh did againſt Iſrael, Ye are idle, 


ye are idle! How odious when the charge is 


juſt ! An idle profeſſor is a very ſcandal to 
chriſtianity. How abominable, when you can't 
be employed, though you want work, and your 
families want bread, becauſe *tis well known 

you 


(4) 


lothful in buſineſs, fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the 
LoRD. When perſons are not diligent in doing 


oing ſomething worſe than nothing. The a- 
oſtle juſtly obſerves, thoſe who were over- 


mſy-bodies, ſpeaking thoſe things which they ought 
ot, 1 Tim. v. 13. He therefore iſſues out his 
poſtolic command, F any would not work, nei- 
ther ſhould be eat, 11 Theſ. iii. 10. Shew to 


ring more honour to their profeſſion, by be- 


doing, you will find your account both for the 
life that now is, and alſo, in ſome reſpects, for 
that which is to come, © 5 
I ſhall now leave the poor labourer, and come 
to you who have ſomething to give. And now, 


earts. Miniſters may preach long enough a- 
Four CHRIST and falvation by him, before a 
man that loves his money will much regard what 
hey ſay : he can gaze about him, or meditate 
way to kill the tedious hour ; but if we begin 


auditory nerves, and he ſtarts up alarmed : in- 


to him a God, what has he left? The high road 


F to 


ou will not labour in a conſcientious man- 
er. Hear the apoſtle, Rom. xii. 11. Not 


hat they ought to do; they are frequently 


ome with a lazy, trifling diſpoſition, would be 
ery troubleſome in a neighbourhood, Wander- 
mg about from houſe to houſe, tatilers alſo, and 


he world, that your religion has no tendency 
o deſtroy your ready mind to labour — let none 


ng diligent in buſineſs than you; and by fo 


make no doubt but I ſhall preach to your 


about his land, or cattle ; or fall aſleep, or any 
to ſpeak upon charity, this will ſtrike upon his 


deed he may well, for if you take away what is 
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poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the land; and therefore 


TR 7 
to the heart of a miſer is by the way. of his 
- purſe ! But to come to the point. 


Another good <vork is to be liberal to the poor 7 
and needy. wh is the Loxp's pleaſure, that the 


he hath taken care to aſſign their pittance wher- 
ever they are, and 'tis robbery to with-hold it! 

| You had better have the peſtilence in your blood, 
than the portion of the poor in your coffers. The 
order of providence is wonderful! For, a great 
part of the Loxp's children are very poor, as to] 
their wordly circumſtances ; theſe have an op- 
portunity of glorifying God, by patiently en- 
during hardſhips : others of them have more 
than enough, and theſe have an opportunity of 
bringing honour to the God of their ſubſtance, 
buy giving proof of their love, ſympathy, and 
| liberality. Will you let the poor have all the 
honour ? Will you look on, whilſt they glorify ge 
God in their fufferin gs, and ſtill deny x He that 4, 
relief which God alk you to adeninider Some Þ 
are ready to excuſe themſelves, by ſaying, © I 
don't injure the poor, I wiſh them well, and 
pray for them.“ Ah firs ! if good wiſhes, 40 
and good prayers, would but clothe naked 
backs, and feed hungry bellies ; then perhaps 
the poor might live well: when a perſon can do , 
no. more than pray for the diſtreſſed, then his 
prayer of good-will is accepted of God, 11Cor fl ; 
viii. 12. But when the perſon hath it in his 
power to relieve, and does it not, then his prayer p 
is provoking in the ſight of the Logp, 1 Jobn ii. 7 
17. Read ver. 14. of this chap. And let ours alſo | 
learn to maintain good works for neceſſary uſes. It 

15 
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's no ) ſmall difficulty ro determine how much a 
man ought to give: I have not met with any 
who- have undertaken to ſettle the doubtful 
point, nor do I think that God has done it in all 


hearted apoſtle orden, cſi every one ſhould give 
according as God had proſpered him. With all 

certainty we may perky from this paſſage, that 
E when providence 


think him extravagant, nay, ridiculous in his 
Jl expectations, if neither he, nor any other had 
ſovn his feed? Giving to the poor is compared 
e 

„to ſowing ſeed, Gal. vi. 6. and St. Paul confi- 
I dently affures us, that the harveſt ſhall abun- 
dantly compenſate thoſe who ſow to the ſpirit. 
T Think not of reaping before you ſow. He that 
1 hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD 


] again, Prov. xix. 17, 

4th, Another goof work, yea chien ſo, is 
to Kory kindneſs to the wicked, ungodly part 
of the world. Hear our Loxp's moſt excellent 
direction, 'tis worthy the author, and worthy 


to be obſerved by all the followers of the 


' holy Lamb of God. But. I ſay unto you, Love 
your enemies, bleſs hem that curſe you, do good 


deſpitefnlly uſe you and perſecute you, Matt. v. 44. 
and in the following verſes, he propoſes the moſt 


F 2 noble 


his word; but I n Zu remind you of what 
we read, 1 Cor. xvi. There the generous- 


iles upon a perſon's under- 
takings, he ought to imitate the great God, Who 
giveth liberally to all men, and ſhews that his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works Does the 
huſbandman expect to reap ? Would you not 


and that which he bath given be will Pay bow 


to them that hate you, and pray for them which 


* 
8 
* * 


„ 8 
noble pattern, even God in his bountiful deal. 
ings with the unholy and unthankful. Fs 
This generous behaviour was cultivated by 
the wiſeſt of Jrael's kings, as you ſee, Prov. 
XXV. 21, 22. and it ſtands confirmed by apoſto- 
lic authoriry in Rom. xii. 20. Therefore if thine 
enemy bunger, feed bim; and if he thirſt, give 
Dim drink for in ſo doing thou ſhalt heap coals of 
Fre on his bead. The ſpirit and language of the 
world are juſt the reverſe, © Relieve him!“ ſay 
they, He has done me all manner of ill! He 
_ © has fpoken all manner of evil againſt me —he 
has endeavoured to ſtab my reputation where- 
ver he came, I never can think of ſhewing | 
him favour whilſt J have a day to live.“ Hold 
my friend, ſtop a little, and read Prov. xxiv. 
29. Say not, Iwill do ſo to him as be hath done to 
me: Iwill render to the man according to his 
work, If God had dealt with thee according ta 
the law of retaliation, where, or what hadſt thou 
been ? As it is the glory of the diſcreet to paſs 
oyer a tranſgreſſion; ſo it is the honour of the 
Chriſtian, to be glad of an opportunity to ſhew 
| Kindnefs to the ungodly. But I haſten, 
5th, It is becoming the believer, and truly 
a good work, to ſtand to the truth, and faithful- 
ly reprove the ſinner, tho* danger be in the 
way. As it was in the days of Abel, Zacharias 
and Paul; ſo it is now and ever ſhall be, *rill 
better times come. We have proof enough in 
our day, that they that are after the fleſh, will, 
perſecute thoſe that are after the ſpirit, Gal. iv. 
29: What reaſon have we to be thankful, that 
Jod hath bridled the wicked by national _ 
— — _— a 
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fo that they, as well as ſeas and Devils, are un · 
der chains and limits! Nevertheleſs, wicked 


nature is the ſame ſtill, and the image of CHR Is 


is ever hateful in the eyes of thoſe who are ſub- 
jects of the kingdom of darkneſs; and it ap- 
pears manifeſt, even amongſt the members of 
one and the ſame family! Our Loxp's words 
are every day verified, A man's foes ſhall be they 
Ee bis own houſebold, Matt. x. 36. O my friends, 
truth and its followers are ſlighted, and hatred! 
Therefore, Earneſtly contend for the faith once de- 
livered unto the ſaints, tho? deareſt relatives hate, 
and perſecute you for ſo doing. 


Again; Reprove in, tho? the reproved ſtorm 
at you for fo doing. Don't act the part of 


cowards through fear of ill treatment. I would 
direct you to an inſtance or two, worthy of imi- 


tation, You read in 1 Kings, xvii. that Elijah 


propheſied of a great drought in the days of 
Ahab, which accordingly came to paſs. Abab 
judging i it was the prophet that was the cauſe of 


the bottles of heaven being ſtayed, was greatly 


enraged, and ſent through all the Nation to ap- 
prehend the fugitive, Near the expiration of 


the limited time, the Lorp orders Elijab to 


| ſhew himſelf to the king. The angry 3 


thus accoſts the old Seer, Art thou he that trou- 


bleth Iſrael ? No not I, replies the firm-hearted 


prophet, But thou and thy father's houſe, in that 
ye have forſaken the commandment of the LORD, 


and thou haft followed Baalim. Similar to this, 
is that heroic behaviour of Micaiab, when he 


was brought before the ſame King, to deliver 


his word relative to Abab, and Fehoſhaphat go- 
ing 
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1 
ing to war with the ins where were a great 
number of falſe prophets gathered to flatter 
their ambitious Maſter, and one of them, (viz.) 
Ctenaanuab, had got his iron horns (weapons 

dangerous: enough) upon his head, and cry- 
ing out, With a6 falt thou puſh the Syrians, 
until thou have conſumed them: So ſaid they all. 
Micaiah ſee ing their deception and wickednels, 
faithfully contradicted the whole tribe of flat- 

— though at the perit of his life— _ 
The laft inftance I ſhalt mention of this kind, 
is Jabn the baptiſt, In what a faithful manner 


does he deal with Herod, though his honeſty 


coſt him his head ! John's friends might per- 
haps endeavour to diſſuade him from the bold 
rebuke, by telling him, © John, have a little 
_ © patience, Hered may come to be of great ſer- 
vice to the Loxp's intereſt; who knows what 
may come to paſs ; what, he has been at the 
© preaching ſeveral times, and has done many 
& (hings ; and conſider alſo, he is a great man, 
not leſs than the dep ated head 2 this pro- 
<« vince, and think, if he is provoked, what 
_ & bloody perſecutions he may raiſe againſt the 
poor chriſtians ; ſpare thyſelf, ſpare us, and 
do not run the riſk of + roving a man of 
* tuch power.” Novnrichfianding all that might 
de faid, John charges him home with a breach 
of God's law, and told him plainly, that it was 
_ unlawful for him to have his brother Philip*s 
wife. And will you hide your heads and be 
dumb, when the name of God is blaſphemed, 
becauſe the blaſphemer is capable of doing you 
an injury? You did not ferve the devil in ſuch 
a 


„„ 
a cowardly manner! And let me PY is the 


ſervice of CRRIST leſs honourable ? This you 
will not admit, and therefore if the Loxp be 
God, ſerve him openly, and reprove fin 1 in all 


with whom you have to do. But, 


Whilſt you reprove, fee that you pay them 


your juſt debts ; elſe they will retort, and tell 
you, You had far better pay what you owe, 
than talk ſo much about religion :”* and here 
your mouths will be ſtopped. St. Paul exhorts 


the chriſtians, Rom. xli. 17. 70 provide things 


Honeſt in the fight of all men. To provide things 
honeſt, I think means to provide things honeſt- 
ty, and his advice in another place is, Owe no 
man any thing but to love one another, | heartily 


ſympathize with many of the poor ſaints, who 
groan under this burden, (viz.) the burden of 


being in debt, and cannot get free. I exhort 


you to give full proof, that your burden is not 
the effect of imprudent ſteps, or neglect of du- 


ty: if any are ſo unhappy as to be thus en- 


tangled, my advice is— by diligence, careful- 


neſs, and a cautious procedure, ſhew to all a- 
round, that according to the utmoſt of your 
power, you do intend your juſt debts to be diſ- 


charged. Inability in this caſe, preſſes an ho- 


neſt heart like lead to the centre. 
Iith, Another, and the laſt good work 1 ſhall 


mention 1s, to obſerve truth A. punctuality in 


all your dealings. It is much to be lamented, 
that when a boy 1s put an apprentice to the 
tradeſman, one principal part of what he has to 


learn is, bow to deceive artfully; —and if he has 


not parts to do it in a dexterous manner, he is 
reckoned 
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reckoned fit for ſcarcely any * except a 
pariſh-parſon, The manner in which the men of 


the world endeavour to excuſe fraudulent, de- 


ceitful practices, is as ſhameful as the thing it- 
ſelf: © We could not poffibly hve,” ſay they, 
« were we not to attend to the ?ricks in trade, 
“ for there is ſuch a world to deal with, that at 


many times, we are put to our ſhifts. ö. Ah! 


and a piteous ſhift is it, when a flight-hand, 
nimble tongue, and bold countenance ſupply 


the place of truth and uprightneſs. Not ive! 


This is to reflect upon God, who commands 
every man to obſerve truth with his neighbour. 


Not live This is in effect ro ſay, Were we 
* to mind God, and his word, inevitable ruin 


would be the conſequence. „ How abomi- 


| nable ! But when you ſtand before the great 
Judge of all hearts, you'll be condemned of 
your own conſcience, and conſtrained to con- 
feſs, you might have lived, tho* you had obſerv- 


ed truth in word and work. Wealth gotten by 


deceit, has the curſe of God entailed upon it ; 
and often melts away in the hands of the next 


heir. See thou that truth runs thro? all thy 


actions, private or public. 


III. I now come to the third thing mentioned, 


(viz.) being careful to maintain good works. 
The much famed Hervey obſerves, that it is al- 


moſt impoſſible to tranſlate the original without 


doing it an injury. It ſignifies to be foremoſt, 


or zealouſly to go before in good works. It i F 


great pity, that many good offices loſe grea 
part of their excellency, by being too late <a 


formed. Let not your es deeds bring up the 


rear, 


CM 3: 


rear, when you have an opportunity of going 
before—be firſt ro embrace the opportune ſea- 
| fon, of ſhewing your ready mind to do good 


whilſt you live in the world. 


Again; To be careful to maintain good works, 


implies a diligent perſeverance in the ſame. 


Few things are managed to good purpoſe with- 
out care; a careleſs labourer, not only does 
little, but ſeldom does it well. There is need 
of being careful, leſt the day be gone, and we 
have either done nothing, or not done it to good 


| purpoſe ! There are many things in the way, 


ready to draw off our attention from our duty ! 
We are prone to forget, either what we ſhould 
do, or the manner in which it ought to be done. 
The belt of chriſtians, daily carry about with 


them, A law in their members (corrupt nature) 


which is perpetually warring againſt the law of 
their mind, and bringing them into captivity ta 
the law of fin which is in their members. This 


often impedes the due performance of that which 


is good, and fruſtrates the laudable deſigns of 
_ thoſe whole heart is ſet to the law of their God! 


Well then might Paul and Titus, and well may 
all the miniſters of God's word at this day, 
cloſely preſs it upon believers, to be careful to 


maintain good works. 


The laſt thing to be obſerved in the text is, 


what is ſaid of good works, (viz.) Theſe things 
are good and profitable unto men. Obſerve, Paul 
does not ſay, that they are good and profitable 
for juſtification unto eternal life; no, he knew 
better. They are good for many purpoſes, but 
ſo ſure as God lives, if you make up a Saviour 

our 
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out of all your good deeds, you will find your- 
ſelves dreadfully diſappointed at the laſt day. 
The perſons here exhorted to the performance 
of Chriſtian duties, were already juſtified; con- 
ſequently, their future obedience could not be 
any the leaſt cauſe of their juſtification . Let 
us then enquire, in what reſpects good works 
are profitable unto men. YT 
In the firſt place, they are profitable. to the 
party to whom they are done. Is it not pro- 
fitable to the poor and neceſſitous, when ſome 
kind hand adminiſters to their neceſſities ? I 
| ſuppoſe, were ſome of thoſe poor ſaints of Fu- 
dea here to day; unto. whom thoſe compaſſion- 
| dip. e 
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Many have publiſhed their ignorance to the world, by in- 
troducing St. James epiſtle to prove, that juſtification is by 
works, and not as Paul ſays, by faith : but by ſo doing, they 
ſet St. Paul and St. James moſt dreadfully at odds, as tho* they 
were ſo far from being agreed about the nature of juſtification, 
that they palpably contradict each other. Had Paul reproved 
James as he did Peter; or contended with him, as he did with Bar- 
nabas, they might have repreſented James, as reſolving to take 
vengeance on him, by contradicting all that he had written to the 
Romans, Galatians, Epheſians, &c. but as we have no accounts 

of perſonal difference, certainly they were agreed in doctrines 
alſo, When Paul ſpeaks of being juſtified by grace, by the 
righteouſneſs of CR Is T, by ſaith, &c. It is evident that he all 

along intends the ſinner's acquittal from condemnation, and 
his being accepted of God : and in this affair, he denies that 
good works take even the ſmalleſt part, Gal. iii. 10, 11, 12. 
St. James is treating upon a very different ſubject, he debates the 
caſe with a perſon who reſts ſatisfied in profeſſing himſelf to be 
a believer, tho' no way diſpoſed to evidence the truth of his pro- 
feſſion by his works. The apoſtle lays before the ſelf-deceived 
perſon, the manner in which the fathers gave evidence that they 
were believers, (viz.) they were obedient to God according to 
his word. This was the-progf, but no cauſe of their juſtification, 
Abraham was juſtified in the ſight of God, long before he ſaw 


Iſaac : therefore could not, in that ſenſe, be juſtified when he of- 
fered him on the altar. 
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ate Macedonians ſent their liberal contributions, — 
they would readily tell you, Ah! it was 
well ! exceeding well, that our good God fo 
e diſpoſed their hearts, in ſuch a generous man- 
* ner, to ſend us relief, when we were in pe- | 
_ © riſhing circumſtances !” Thus their bowels 1 
were refetiod-eliey ſaw the good hand of God 1 
in the abundant ſupply, and glorified him for l 
the profeſſed ſubjection of the gentile converts, | 
to the goſpel of Jesvs CHRIST, 11 Cor, ix. 12, "Ml 
13. Humble David tells us, Pſa. xvi. that his — 
goodneſs did not extend unto God, but unto the | 
ſaints that were in the earth, and to the excel- | 
tent in whom was all his delight, Hear what [ 
Elibu, that nervous reaſoner ſays unto Fob, 
Thy rigbteouſneſs may profit the ſon of man, Job 
GG Er re N 5 
Again; Good works are good and profitable 
to remove the odium caſt upon the goſpel by the 
ignorant and ungodly. Some, both from the 
pulpit and preſs, (and many more from their — 
two- armed chair) have roundly aſſerted, That 5 
< the doctrine of ſalvation by grace through 
„ CyrisrT, is ſubverſive of all good works—is 
the moſt unfriendly to piety and virtue—lays a 
foundation for fleſhly indulgences—opens the I 
* flood-gates of licentiouſneſs — delivers men 1 
from the low drudgery of governing their ſp1- if 
« tits, or bridling their paſſions, &c. &c.” Theſe #1 
are no neto calumnies ; Paul's doctrine was ſuffi- 
ciently loaded with them, before he left the 
world, Rom. iii. 6, 7, 8. Notwithſtanding, it is — 
every true chriſtian's comfort, that he has not ſo fit 


learned CarnsT ! Paul was as warm an — ll} 
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for ſalvation by grace, as ever appeared on the 
face of the earth; yet, his upright heart bound- 
ed againſt the thought of living in ſin that grace 
might abound, Rom. vi. 1. Peter exhorts be- 


levers to be obedient to God, that by their well 


doing, they might put to filence the ignorance of 
fooliſh men, 1 Pet. ii. 13. Now as you profeſs 
to be concerned for the proſperity of our dear 
 Immanuel's kingdom, preſerve the honour of his 
goſpel, by your daily ſubjection to his precepts 
—ſhew your love to him, by your obedience to 
his commands, and conſtrain gain- ſayers to ac- 
| Knowledge, that the Cyr1sT you worſhip, does 
not appear to be a miniſter of fin : let thoſe a- 
round you ſee, that the grace of God maniteſted 
in the goſpel, has taught you to deny ungodly 
and worldly luſts, to live ſoberly, righteoufly, and 
godly in this preſent world, Titus. ii. 12. 
34, Good works are good and profitable to 
engage others in the ſame path, Saints ought 
to be building up each other in their moſt holy 
faith—exhorting one another daily, and crying 
out, Let us not fleep as do others, but let us watch 
and be ſober. But it is well known to ſtir up the 
_ negligent, or rouſe the ſupine, practice is far more 
_ prevalent than precept. There are prelent on 
this public occaſion, members of perhaps twenty 
different congregations : I wiſh, and pray; that 
you may return to your reſpective places, full 
of reſolution, that by the grace of God, you 
will henceforth be as burning and ſhining lights 
in the world ; that you may, with a good con- 
ſcience, call to others as Gideon to his tollowers, 
Look on me and do litewiſe; or as Paul to the 
| Philippians, 


1 


Philippians, Y boſe things which ye have both 


learned and received, and heard and ſeen in me, 


do and the God of peace ſhall be with you. Let 


your light ſo ſhine before men, that thy may ſee 
Your GOOD WORKS, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven, Matt. v. 16. 

L aſtly, Good works are good and profitable 
to the party performing them. There are ad- 


vantages too tedious to enumerate, Which flow 


as conſequences of belieyers being found walk- 
ing in the path of duty 
Firſt, They will enjoy the pleaſures of a cd 


| conſcience in times of affliction. When ſtorms 
of perſecution were raiſed againſt, and all man- 


ner of evil ſaid of the apoſtles, they had this 


comfortable reflection, Our rejoicing is this, the 


teſtimony of our conſcience, that in ſimplicity and 


godly fincerity, not with fleſply wiſdom, but by the 
grace of God we have had our conver ſation in the 


world, 11 Cor. 1. 12. 

When afflictive diſpenſations find us in a 
trifling, diſobedient path; O what a ſtorm is 
raiſed in the guilty breaſt ! Troubles without, 
and guilt within, are like the angry heavens, 


and raging deeps in furious conflict | David 


proved the truth of this, when he fled from the 
tace of his own treacherous Son Abſalom, when 


he went by the aſcent of mount Olivet, hav- 


ing his head covered, and his feer bare—weep- 


1ng, and almoſt heart-broken, the country round 


about bearing a part with him ! never was ſcene 
more 7ragical, except when Jzsus, David's anti- 


type was carrying the ponderous croſs upon his 
furrowed bleeding back towards Calvary's top! 


Had 


1 


Had y you ſeen David's heart, while tears drench- 
ed his ruddy cheeks, in all probability y ou would 
have ſeen Nine ſuch hike refletivns as cheſ «Oo 
< my fin! my fin ! my fin againſt hath 
W bronght this evil upon my guilty head! Had | 
** hearkened to the Loxp's commandments, it 
by had not been thus with me ! He is now aveng- 
© Ing, the blood of my poor faithful ſervant U- 


riah | Take warning by me, and let my caſe be 


« a monitor to ſucceeding ages; yea, till time be 
no more!“ How was it with the ſons of Ja- 
cob, when they went into Egypt to buy corn, and 
got clapt up in priſon? They then began to re- 
member their cruelty to Joſeph! and to lay one 
to another, We are verily gnilty concerning our 
brother. Joſepb] the very name was as a dagger 
in their hearts! Not all the gloom of a dungeon, 
or all the proſpect of approaching calamities, 
were half ſo dreadful, as the remembrance of 
their fin! And thus will! it be, if afflictions over- 
take thee in a way that is not good. Is it not then 
profitable, to avoid ſuch ſcenes of woe ? Is it of 
no ſervice, to enjoy tranquillity of mind, when 
the billows of affliction run high ? Hear how 
the LORD laments Iſrael's caſe in language 
truly moving, O that thou hadſt hearkened to my 
Commandments ! then had thy peace been as a river, 
and thy righteouſneſs as the waves of the ſea— 
David could afterwards tell, Great peace have 
they that love thy lau; and nothing ſhall offend 
them, Pſa. cxix. 165, Good old Zacharias was 
ſo ſenſible, that the way of obedience was the way 
of peace, that he greatly rejoices at John's birth, 
and ſays, he was come to guide their feet into the 
way of peace, Again; ; 
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Again; Diligent performance of good works, 


from the ſpirit above deſcribed; will be a good 
ſign that you belong to God's family are of 
the houſehold of faith, and heirs of the king- 


dom of glory. How many of you my friends, 


are this day deſirous of being ſatisfied in this 
important point. There are ſome, who, it is 


to be feared, are more deſirous of the honey of 


comfort, than to walk in the way of uprightneſs : 
all ſuch deſires are rather offenſive, than pleaſing 
to God! How is it with your ſpirits? Are they 
ſuch as the word declares God approves ? Is 
the love of God ſhed abroad in your heart, by 


the holy Ghoſt given unto you? If ſo, you may 


gather great encouragement from 1 Jobn iii. 
18, &c. where the method, and matter of aſſu- 


rance are clearly ſtated. My little children, let 
us not love in word neither in tongue, but in DEED 
and in truth, And hereby wwe know that we are 


| of the truth, and ſhall aſſure our hearts before 
bim. For if our heart condemn us, God is greater 


than our beart, and knowetb all things. Belov- 
ed, if our beart condemn us not, then have we con- 


 fidence towards God. Try yourſelves by this 


MA: CERT We HT 5 
Again; Good works are good and profitable 


to the party performing them, becauſe their re- 


ward is with God on high, and moſt ſure! The 
ſcriptures abound ſo plentifully with teſtimo- 


nies of this kind, that I need to ſay very little. 
David tells us, That in the courſe of providence, 
God ſhall ſo take the ſaint's part, that others 
ſhall cry out, Verily there is a reward for the 
rigbieous, Pſa, Iviii. 11. His wiſe-hearted Son 

ny corroborates 


* 


( 56 ) 


: corroborates the ſoul. .reviving truth, where he 


ſays, The-wicked worketh a deceitful (empty and 
ungodly) work : But to him that ſoweth righte- 
f ſhall be a ſuxe reward, Prov. x1. 18. But 


a greater than Solomon hath fully aſſured us, 


that, Whoſoever ſhall give to drink unto one of 
theſe little ones, a cup ef cold water only, in the 


name of a diſciple, Verily I ſay unto you, he ſhall in 
no wiſe loſe his reward, Matt. x. 42. The an- 


lic voice from heaven proclaims, Bleſſed are 
the dead, which die in the LorD, from henceforth : 


yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from their 


labours; and their works do follow them. Ob- 


ſerve, their works do not go before to merit a 


manſion ; that is the good gift, and it is the 


7 good pleaſure of their Father to give it; but 


their good works will follow after, to appear _ 


in judgment, and be openly rewarded. For, 


The Loxp himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven 


with a ſhout — The trumpet ſhall ſound, and 


the dead ſhall be raiſed The God of nature 
ſhall re-animate the lumbering duſt, and cauſe 


it to ſtart into exiſtence again—The herald's 


voice ſhall convene the ends of the world be- 


fore the awful tribunal—The illuſtrious Judge 


ſhall mount the great white throne, with majeſ- 


ty more dreadful, and glorious ; with retinue 


more numerous and ſplendid, than the world 
ever ſaw ! Then ſhall thoſe regiſters be thrown 


wide open, (viz.) The book of the law, the 


book of nature, and the book of conſcience. 
There will all the worksz words, and thoughts 
of every individual ſtand on record, in characters 


moſt gibi ! Then ſhall the righteous Judge 


enumerate 


tn) 


enumerate the good works of ſuch as have fol- 
lowed him by faith in the way of duty : and 
though- they through ay, and à ſenſe of 
their own unworthineſs are ready to diſown 
them; yet ſhall he pronounce them bleſſed, 
and bid them enter into the kingdom prepared for 
them from the foundation of the world ! See Matt. 
XXV. 34, &c. | 
Thus I have gone through the few things 
propoſed, and ſhall draw to a conplpBon, by 
making a few remarks. 
Firſt, from. this ſhort account of believing i in 
God, and the evidences of it ; may we not, accord- 
ing to ſcripture, and the appearance of things, 
fit down, and lament how few belieyers there 
are in the world ? Perhaps ſome may be ready 
to ſay, If believing the ſcriptures were faith, 
that outcry might be ſpared, for who believes 
< them not? This is the faith of the world, 
yea, of the drunkard and whore-monger, the 
i covetous, and all the blackguards in the na- 
e tion: for my own part, I have had this faith, 
yea, even from my infancy. I always believ- 
* ed my bible was true, and that the ſayings of 
* the Loxp would ſtand ; and yet I remained 
* carnal, ſtubborn rebel againſt God. Away 
with ſuch a dry, empty, worthleſs definition 
af faith.” Be not raſh, you believed the ſay- 
ings of the Lok would ſtand, but did you 
know what he had ſaid ? Did you believe what 
Jehovah hath ſaid of himſelf—of man—of 
Cunisr and ſalvation by him, and the conſequen- 
ces of believing, or not believing the record given 
of him, which are glory, or damnation ? Where 
were 
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were the evidences that you thus believed 2 


| Were you afraid of being dealt with according 
to your crimes? Were you humbled before 


| God becauſe of your ſhameful miſdoings ? 


Were you ſincerely ſeeking a ſenſe of the Lokp's 
favour, 1n the means he hath appointed ? Did 
you in heart reſt on CHRIS for your acceptance 


with God, and find a ſecret pleaſure in meditat- 
ing upon the excellencies of a dear mediator ? 


And did this cauſe you to hate, and flee from 


fin, in heart, lip, and life, and follow God in the | \ 
way of obedience? Your conſcience, nay, your | 
words witneſs againſt you, and you know full 


well, that us you did not give hows of your be- 
lieving | ! Bleſſed are you, it tho 


believes the declarations of God, to live habi- 


tually in fin, as it is for a fiſh to live on the 


land, or the ox in the ſea, Believing the truth, 


will have its effects. Who is be that overcometh | 


the c orld, but he that believeth that Ixsus is the 
Son of God? 


Again; Is it needful to exhort believers to 
maintain good works? This evincibly ſhews, 


that the goſpel hath not deſtroyed the law. 


The moral law abides ſtill as a rule, though not 
as a covenant of /ife and death to the believer. 


Grace does not ſuperſede, but rather calls for, 
the moſt voluntary obedience which a creature 
is capable of yielding to its creator. Thoſe 
who flight the law, and take liberty to ſin, be- 
cauſe God is gracious ; have juſt _ to conſi- 


der themſelves in he gall of bitterneſs and bonds 


of * until this day. 


Again 7 


e marks are upon 
you W. It is as impoſſible for a man, Who 


ares 9. 2 DE. , A5 _ 


1 
Again; 3 Not only the H OLINE SS, but 


the GOODNESS of God appears in all 
his commands, when Tyrants iſſue forth their 
mandamus, ſelf is often the end in view : but 
when God commands, his goodneſs is evident, 
and there is ſpecial advantage attends the ob- 


ſervance of his orders. None ever ſerved God 


truly, and were forgotten of him! With this 
very conſideration, St. Paul encourages the be- 
lievers at Corinth, 1 Cor. xv. 58. Therefore my 
beloved brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, al- 
ways abounding in the work of the Lokb, foraſ- 
much as ye know that your labour is not in vain in 
the Loxp., O believers } your days may be 
_ cloudy, and your nights dark; your hearts may 
be heavy, and your countenances ſad, but 2% 
day, the everlaſting day of glory ſhall ere long 
open upon you; and then ſhall you, not only 
reſt from trouble, but receive a great recom- 
| pence of reward | Be zealous then in maintain- 
1ng good works, and commit the keeping of 


your ſouls unto God in well doing, as unto a . 


faithful creator. 


A word unto you who are yet SIR? 


and then I have done. Were you all obedient 
| believers, this would be the moſt glorious con- 


gregation that britiſh ground ever ſupported : 


but II fear! I fear I am ee to many, who 
are ignorant of, and conſequent 


y do not believe 


God's word of truth. Unbelievers,“ ſay you, 
% what! Do you take us for heathens? Were not 
our fore-fathers believers? And have not we 
<< been taught to believe, even from our child- 
« hood ?” Greater the pity, that ſo much la- 

H 2 | bour 


5 


bour hath been loſt upon you! Your ſins wit- 
neſs againſt you, for though you ſay you be- 
lieve, yet John denies the truth of all ſuch pro- 
= Hons whilſt the profeſſor lives in fin—7f we 


ſay that we have fellowſhip with him, and walk 
in darkneſs, (the darkneſs of fin) we lie and do 


not the truth, 1 John i. 6. and again, He that 5 
faith I know him, (viz. CnrisT) and keepeth not | 


his commandments, is @ LIAR and the truth is not 
in him, 1 John ii. 4. 


How many, alas! how many 2 are there, 1. 


who will be- believers, or would be thought to 
be ſuch, though they are in darkneſs and un- 
belief, giving proof of it by their ungodly 


deeds. Let all ſuch hear—hear and remember 


the words of our LorD, He that believeth on him 


is not condemned, but he that believeth not is con- 


demned already, becauſe he hath not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God, John iii. 
18. He that believeth and is baptized Hall be 


ſaved ; but he that believeth not ſhall be damned, 


Mark xvi. 16. Theſe words awfully true, ful- | 
ly aſſert the impoſſibility of unbelievers (who | 


die ſuch) coming where CHRIST is, in the glory | 


of heaven. — May God turn you for his us 
name's fake, Amen. 
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RBLATIVE DUTISS 


NHRISTIANS, in your ſev? ral ſtations, 
Dutiful to all relations, 
 _ Give to each their proper due. 
Let not their unkind behaviour, 
Make you diſobey your Saviour: 
His COMPTE the rule tor you. 


2 Parents: be to nen ws 
Children, full obedience render 
Io your parents, in the Logo. 
Never ſlight, nor diſreſpect them 
Nor through pride, when old reject them : : 
Tie the precept of the word. 


3 Wives, to huſbands yield ſubjection, 
Huſbands, with a kind affection, 
Cheriſh, as yourſelves, your wives. 
Maſters, rule with moderation, 
Sway'd by juſtice, not by paſſion : 
I o0o the ſcriptures ſquare your lives. 


4 Servants, 


4 Servants, Savoy your maſters truly, 5 

Not unfaithful, not unruly, 44 
To the good nor to the bad; 

Not refuſing when you' re bidden, 


Nor replying when you're chidden : 
Tis the ordinance of God. 


« This ſhall ſolve th? i important vie, 

5 Het her thou'rt a real chriſtian, 
Better than each golden dream. 

Better far than lip-expreſſion, 

Tow'ring notions, great profeſſion, 

_ This (hall ſhew TOE: love to _— 
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